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Subject : Vaniage Regisirdlion of Mdniager.

Sir,Madam.

I am directed to refer to your Letter No. 3-3/97-ICDS loose dated 2-8-2014 or the sub-iect

ciled and to say that the matter was taken up with Law Department for their expert opinion. who

has opined as under :-

"Examined. The Departmenl has sought clarification on two issues rr (i) whether already

married person can get his second marriage registe.ed and (ii) whether a maraiage can be regislered

ifthe age ofthe bridegroorn is less than 2l years and ofthe bride l€ss than l8 years

Ihe Departmenl has also meniioned the provisions of Section 6 ofthe H.P. Registration of
Marriages Act, 1996 which is as under:

Section 6. Every marriagc to be registered. "After the date on which the pmvisions ofthis
Act havs been brought into lbrce in any area ulder Sub_Section (3) of Section i. everl marriage

contractcd in Himachal Pradesh shall be registered in the ma.ner provided in Sectlon 7 oflhis Act'

The words "Every marriage" used in Section 6 of the H.P. Registratjon ot' Maniages Act'

1996 is significant to decide the issue in hand. In plain reading, without seeing the legality or

illegaliq, every marriage is needed to be registered under the provisions oi 11.P. Registration ol
Maniages Aot, 1996 but the Hindu Marriage Act. 1955 lays down rules relating to the

solemnization and requirements of a valid Hindu Marriage lt also lays dotn rules relating to

reslitution of conjugal riShts, judicial separaaion, nullity of lnaniage, dilorce' legitimacy of
children and oth?r ellied natters.

The word "Maniage" is not defined in Section 3 of the H-M.A , 1955 but Scction I (d) of
the Himachal Pradesh Regjstmtion of Marriages Act, 1996 indicates the meaning "Mariage" as

including "re-marriage". lhe said definition that "Maniage" includes re-maniage is not enough to

cut the ice. Section 3 (b) ofthe H.P.R.M. Act, 1996 gives, definitio. of words' "to contmct a

maniage" m€ans to solemnize or enter into a marriage in any former manner. (Jn the orher hand_

Sectio;15O) ofthe Special Maniage Act, 1954 envisages that any maniage celebrated, whether

before or alier the commoncement ofthis Act, other than a marriage solemnized under the Special

Marriage Act, l8?2 (lII of 1872) or under this Act, may be registered under this chapter by a



Marriage Officer in the tetitories to which this Act extends ifthe lollowing conditions are tullllled.
namely:-

neither party has at the lime ofregistratioil more than one spouse living.

the parties have completed the ege oflwentv one years at the time ofregistration.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(0

Interest:ngly, the IIMA lavs dou,n rhe condition that at the time ofmarriage the brid€groom
must have completed the age of lwenty one and the bride the age ofeighteen years. In case. the
bride ;s under eighteen the consent of her guardian is necessary. Absence ofconsent of the panies
or ofthe glLardian oflhe bride does not, however, render the marriage void or even voidable. if
otheNise, it is solemnized add the prime conditions are fulfilled. However, a marriage may be
annulled by a decree of nulliiy on the ground that consent was oblained by lorce or haud. A
marriagc solemnized in liolation ofthe requirement as to age laid do\ar in the la$ is not void or
even voidable, but the conraventiorl oIthe condilion is punishable as a, offence under.
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